Discussion PLOT
[bookmark: _GoBack]The protagonist in this novel is Holden. He is a 16-year-old boy who gets expelled from various schools for failing in academics. He finds that the world around him is not only ugly but also unbearable making him to protect himself from untold disappointments in his life. In the story the climax is experienced during the night at the Grand Central Station when Holden decides to go for a hitchhike. He writes a note to phoebe instructing her that they should meet at the museum. She then shows up at the museum carrying he suitcase, she was going with him but Holden does not let her making her to get upset. 
On falling action and resolution, Holden comes to senses and he makes a revelation that he is in a medical institution. He had been examined and the doctors were on the plans of sending him to school in the month of September. He finds out that he had been away and had missed lots of people. Regarding the theme of alienation and initiation, Holden finds it hard to fit in the world he is in. He is lies a lot and that makes him to have rough time with others. In many occasions he wants to run away from his current problems and get a better life elsewhere.
Theme: 
The theme of loss of innocence is evident in the novel. During his childhood, Holden sees innocence as a precious gift that no one should lose. He lost his innocence as a result of the death of his brother, something that still haunts him. He tells phoebe that he would like to be a “catcher in the rye”. He sees himself standing in the field where children are playing and catches those that move towards the cliff that is right at the edge of the field. In this case the cliff has been metaphorically used as a loss of innocence. 
Theme of unsolved guilt and grief has also been used. When Allie, Holden gets frustrated and this makes him to punch windows in the family’s garage. When writing the Stradlater’s composition, he goes ahead to write about the baseball mitt and this makes Stradlater to get annoyed. Phoebe asked Holden about any interesting this he likes. He Says that he only likes Allie. It is certain that Holden has lots of grief and he is unable to come to terms.

Symbols: 
The first symbol is the red hunting hat. Holden buys the hat in New York. He keeps the hat on even when he writes the assignment about the baseball mitt that belonged to Allie.  He does not wear the hat in public, he keeps it to be more personal. Surprisingly, he gives the red hunting hat to Phoebe as a gift after she gives him some cash for Christmas. However, she gives him back the hat at the end of the story. The hat gives him some sense of security. 
The ducks in the central park have been used as a symbol in the novel. Holden gets so much concerned about the ducks’ fate during winter. The ducks have nowhere to go, they have to face the tough cold weather. Holden feels as though he is lost as he cannot sense to connect with anyone. He fears going back home because he had been expelled from the school he even does not trust his teachers. 


